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Remembering Seigo Kobayashi |

Dr. Seigo Kobayashi spent a year with us at the National Institute of Dental and Cranial
Research (NIDCR), National Institutes of Health as a visiting scientist. During that time, we
got to know him well. One Sunday shortly after Seigo arrived in Maryland, he called us to
say that he had found JUST the very car he wanted. It was a blue car that he had fallen in
love with. Although Hersh (my husband) tried to convince him that he may want to look
around more because the car was in Virginia and that meant he had to re- register the car
in Maryland which would cost more money. No, he had to have that blue car---.and he did.
Seigo and Dr. Yoon, a Korean visiting scientist, were pals for the year. They spent a lot of
time at our house, and we did many activities throughout the area.

Seigo was a very special dedicated public health dentist. His interest and dedication to
prevent dental caries by providing fluoride mouth rinse to children in schools and to get
community water fluoridation re introduced in Japan was incredible. During his time with
us at the NIDCR, he worked very hard to prepare a research manuscript in English for
publication. Not an easy task, but he did it.

One of the many things he did to educate more about community water fluoridation was to
contact the American Dental Association (ADA) for permission to publish Fluoridation
Facts in Japanese to distribute throughout Japan. He worked with two important groups in
Japan to foster community water fluoridation: Oral Health Association of General
Incorporated Foundation and NPO Corporation of Japanese society for fluoride caries
prevention. Because Fluoridation Facts was revised periodically, he would recontact the
ADA for the current publication and have it translated.

Seigo was a kind, family man with a wonderful sense of humor. I remember when his wife
came to visit while he was in Maryland, he was just absolutely thrilled to see her and have
her at his side. He also was so excited when his twin grandchildren were born.

One of the last communications I had with him was that he told me he was not going to
drink any alcohol until he got a specific water fluoridation project started. I am honored to
have worked with him and to get to know him on a personal level.

Dr. Kobayashi left us way too early. He was a dynamic leader in dental caries prevention

and our colleagues must, simply, must carry on his work.

Alice M. Horowitz, RDH, MA, PhD

School of Public
University of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742
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