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International Friendship and Communication

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for your kindness and generosity for this
opportunity. I hope that you find what I have to say to be a
little bit interesting and at least, not too boring. It’s a great
honor for me to be here in Inami.

I have travelled all over much of the USA, through
some of Europe and to many parts of Japan. From what I
have seen so far, Toyama is a very beautiful area. I have seen
the mountains over the bay in Himi, I have climbed Tateyama,
and I have seen Shomya falls. In Florida, we don’t have any
mountains. The land is very flat. But we have many
beautiful beaches. Back here in Japan, I have seen some
very old temples, castles, and homes. In America, there are
very few buildings over one or two hundred years old, so
whenever I am in Japan, or Europe, it is a real treat to be in
buildings built before America was founded. And of course I
should mention the beautiful nature. Even the snow is
beautiful. Cold... but beautiful. In Florida, we don’t get
snow. Today, it will be 27 degrees in Miami. I'm sure some
of my friends will be going swimming at the beach this
weekend. I miss the beach.... But, I will be learning how to ski

this weekend. And of course, most importantly the food here

is great. It is really a very nice feeling to be able to eat rice

grown so close to where we live. I have never felt that before.

The fruit and vegetables are excellent. I eat more fruit and

vegetables here in Japan every day, then ever before in my life.

The Toyama pork is also very nice. And the buri and shiro ebi

are absolutely delicious. Buri is one of my favorite types of

fish, ever. I do miss the food in Miami, but I am very lucky to

have such good food here in Toyama to keep my mind off of it.

I have already met many of you at the Christmas

party. Maybe we couldn’t completely understand each other,

but I still had many very interesting conversations. On that

note, I am sorry that I will be speaking in English again today.

I'm studying Japanese every day, but it is very difficult. I'm

also still learning how to be polite in Japan. Sorry if I say the

wrong thing or bow at the wrong times. I'm always worried

that I'm going to accidentally offend someone, but.... there are

so many rules to learn and remember! Anyway, the most

important thing that I do try to remember is that we are all

here for international friendship and communication.

In fact, that is the theme of what I want to talk to

friendship and

you about today. International

communication. This means different things to different
people. To some, it is about fun and travel. To many, it is
about business relationships and making sales. To others,
they are empty words expressed by governments in the name

of diplomacy. What does international communication and

friendship mean to you?



When I found out that I had been asked to speak in
front of you all, I felt very honored. When I found out that I

was being asked to speak about my impressions about

America and Japan, I became very excited. Geopolitics ( ith
G i

IBZ?) and international relations are some of my favorite

subjects. I follow world events more than I follow sports.

And I love sports.

The world is at an incredible place in history right

now... After one of the most devastating recessions since the

Great Depression, the world is in turmoil. The Eurozone is

unable to solve their Greek issue and may completely unravel

before the dust settles; China, which in the past 30 years has

grown faster than any economy in history, is facing signs of

their economy cooling and the social unrest that will go along

with it; Russia is resurgent as an antagonist to the USA and

its allies; Nations like Brazil, India, Indonesia, and South

Africa, are growing in regional influence; North Korea,

Pakistan, and Iran continue to threaten regional peace and

prosperity. The Middle East and North Africa has shocked

the world as one dictatorship after another has been toppled

by popular protests: Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen. Now

the spotlight is on Syria, and it’s leader Bashar Al-Assad. No

one knows what the world will be like when everything settles

down.

Meanwhile, America’s recovery from the recession is

just beginning to take place. Our massive economy is just

starting to make jobs fast enough to begin lowering the

unemployment rate. For the next two years, 250,000 jobs

need to be created per month just to get back to December of

2007 levels. Nearly a third of all Americans live below the

poverty line. Because of politics, the Congress in Washington,

D.C. is unable to make any significant legislation to help

speed up the recovery. And now it is an election year. About

3 hours ago, the Republicans in my home state of Florida just

finished voting for who they want to run against President

Obama later this year.

During an election year, usually

nothing important is accomplished, and this is often difficult

for the economy... especially when many of the causes of the

recession have not been resolved.

And in Japan, with 20 years of sluggish economic

performance, 5 prime ministers in 4 years, a aging population,

and an uninspired generation of young people. Of course,

March 11, 2011 also happened, and the world watched in

horror and disbelief as Japan wrestled with one of the most

Along with those

intense disasters imagineable.....

disasters this past year, a strong yen and floods in Thailand

have caused the first Japanese trade deficit in 30 years.

This is a difficult and sometimes scary world that we

live in.



This brings me back to the theme of my speech. I
wondered what you all thought about international friendship
and communication, and what it means to you....... For me,
its most important meaning is security. Friendship means
that when the worst possible things happen, that a friend will
stand by your side and help. It means that we are
comfortable doing business together, and that we trust the
products coming from each other’s countries. It means that if
there is a threat from another country, then that country will
be cautious because they know that you are never alone. And
if anyone dares to attack, then a friend will rush to their aid.
America and Japan have a powerful and lasting friendship,
but we must be careful to maintain it for the future.

Communication is vital in this area, especially
because America and Japan are in many ways, two very
different societies. American’s cherish their independence
and individualism. Japan functions best when everyone
works together collectively and in harmony. Americans
accept and sometimes seek conflict in their everyday lives. In
Japan, it seems that the nail sticking out gets hammered.
American’s like to challenge authority. Japan has a very well
structured society. = American’s speak English and Spanish.
Japanese speak Japanese. Fifteen to twenty five years ago,
American children interested in Asia wanted to learn

Japanese. But now, they are just as likely to learn Chinese or

Korean. Similarly, many of the children in Japan see English

only as an obstacle to get into high school and college, and

would rather be doing something else. Perhaps they too,

would prefer to learn Chinese or Korean, or some other

language.

I am only a very tiny little part of this great big issue,

but every day at work as an ALT, I see it as my mission to help

maintain that bridge between America and dJapan, one

English class at a time. 1 believe that America and Japan’s

friendship are the most important for the world we live in to

be safe now and in the future, that being able to speak the

same language is vital for that friendship, and that children in

both America and Japan need to be inspired to learn each

other’s language, and inspired to help their nations prosper.

I hope the kids here in Japan can be inspired again.

A strong Japan is great for the Japanese, great for Asia, great

for America, and great for the rest of the world. I believe

without a single doubt in my mind that Japan will continue to

be powerful, and will again experience strong economic

expansion. But the kids need to be inspired to rebuild a great

Japan. After I finish my time in Toyama as an ALT, I hope to

continue working on strengthening international relations

through either business or government work, here in Japan or

America. I still have a lot of work to do.

Thank you again.



